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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road        ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951          ▪        610-346-6700      ▪    www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
August 26, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present:  Dave Long, Karen Bedics, John Oehler and Rob Zisko. 
Also present: Scott MacNair, Esq. (Township Solicitor), Bob Wynn, P.E. (Township Engineer), Chief Michael 
McDonald, Michael Brown (Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to approve the August 12th minutes as presented.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Approval of Bills List 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from July 19 thru August 21, 2014: 
  

1. General Fund   4. Subdivision & Escrow   
 2. Liquid Fuels   5. Street Light                
 3. Open Space   6. Knecht’s Bridge Fund 
      
 
Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Reports 
 

Road Department (posted) – The Board reviewed the 7/15 – 8/12/2014 Road Department report.  The Road 
Department performed 503 hours of road maintenance, 26 hours of equipment maintenance, 46 hours of 
building maintenance, 6 hours of sign maintenance, 51 hours of roadside mowing, 9 hours of winter 
maintenance and 27 hours of paperwork during this period.   
 
Police Department –   Chief McDonald discussed his report from July 2014.  The department and State Police 
handled 189 calls for service, with 5 crashes during the month.  The department drove 4,328 patrol miles 
during June. 
 
Chief McDonald reported Officer Sepulveda is accepted to armorer school in September making him certified 
to work on the department’s rifles and handguns.  Chief noted that a National Drug Take Back Initiative is 
scheduled for September 27, which coincides with Community Day.  The Department will have the 
prescription drug bin at the event giving residents and opportunity to dispose of their unwanted/unused 
prescription drugs. 
 

$   5,192.58 
$      525.26 
$        20.04 

$   42,530.09 
$   29,940.93 
$        107.25 
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Treasurer – Jason Wager reported on the budget performance through August 21, 2014.  The report listed EIT 
revenue down 6.6% from 2013 at $475,307.  Real Estate Transfer revenue was down 39% from last year and 
Real Estate/Delinquent Real Estate tax was up 30.6% from 2013.  Permit revenue was down 25.4% from 2013 
at $37,125.  Total revenue year to date was $1,146,024, which is up .25% from last year.  Total expenses were 
$989,415, which is up 8.2% from 2013.  The Township net income was a $156,609 compared to $227,326 last 
year.   
 
Township Manager/Zoning – In July, Michael Brown conducted 5 Use & Occupancy resale inspections and 
noted 12 permits were submitted.  Mr. Brown asked the Board if he could move junkyard inspections to 
summer months instead of the winter months.  The Board had no objections.   
 
Fire Company Report (posted) – The Board reviewed the July 2014 Fire Company report. 
 
Township Solicitor – Mr. MacNair stated a conditional use application has been received and is scheduled for 
the Planning Commission’s next meeting.  The Board will hold the conditional use hearing for demolition of a 
historic structure at their September 23 meeting. 
 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items  
 
Sandra Rice, 1849 Peppermint Road, stated she had concerns about how special meetings were advertised 
and asked if the Township could do more to let residents know about the meetings. 
 
Jim Nilsen, 1636 Pleasant View, stated he thought the Township could do better in getting zoning change 
notifications out to the public better. 
 
Han Reimann, 2915 Springtown Road, suggested looking into the PPL power line that parallels the rail through 
the Township along Route 309 as a possible trail. 
 

Planning Matters 
 
Rolling Hills Subdivision extension – Bob Wynn reported no lots have been sold for the four-lot subdivision 
and he recommended the Board extend the timeframe for improvements for 12-months.  Mr. Oehler moved 
to grant a 12-month extension to perform improvements for the Rolling Hills Subdivision ending August 25, 
2015.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Stormwater Ordinance – The Board discussed the Stormwater Ordinance adopted in 2009.  Mr. Wynn 
presented the Tohickon and Delaware Water North Watershed stormwater plans, which are the model 
ordinances the Township must follow.  He explained that the Township’s stormwater ordinance is a 
combination of Act 167 and MS4 program and the Township’s ordinance is less restrictive for small projects 
than the watershed plans.  The Board tabled the discussion on the stormwater capital contribution (fee in-lieu 
of) for a future meeting. 

 
Governmental Matters 

 
Resolution 2014-15 – Ms. Bedics moved to adopt Resolution 2014-15 endorsing the Quakertown Rail-Trail 
Project.  Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
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Old Business 
 

There was no old business to discuss.  
 

New Business 
 

Budget Projects, Plans and Initiatives 
 
Environmental Advisory Council – Kimberlee Kruchinski, member of the EAC, presented to the Board the 
council’s mission statement, accomplishments and long-range goals.  It’s goals consist of growing Bird Town 
membership, expanding the native garden at the Township building, continuing the tire recycling, creating an 
emerald ash borer management plan, creating a natural resource inventory, starting a invasive plant species 
and street management plans and look into green roofs and solar power at the Township buildings.  It also 
plans to do native plantings, design a rain garden and restoration of the small forest at the Peppermint Park 
site.  The EAC expects to need $600 budgeted annually for their needs, as much of their activities are paid for 
by the EAC’s fundraising. 
 
Open Space Committee – Jim Nilsen, Chairperson of the Open Space Committee, presented the current task 
performed by the committee and their future projects they would like to perform.  Mr. Nilsen stated there are 
five properties in the queue and that funding from the bond issue should be exhausted within two years.  The 
OSC recommended the Township create a Transferable Development Right component to the zoning 
ordinance at an estimated cost of $10,000 to $12,000. TDR’s are a way for the Township to enable continued 
land preservation at no extra cost to the community by virtue of private real estate transactions.  The OSC also 
recommended the Township conduct a feasibility study at an estimated cost of $6,000 on whether the 
Township should seek another referendum to continue purchasing conservation easements.  
 
Sewage Management Ordinance Enforcement – Mr. Brown presented and discussed with the Board a process 
to enforce the sewage management ordinance passed in August 2013.  He stated the initial notification cost 
would be $1,500 with costs of $300 for postcard reminders for non-responsive residents.  Mr. Brown expects 
to have up to 30 citations over the three-year period totaling $3,000 and a need for $300 per year for 
acknowledgement postcards.  He noted the initial notifications would be issued in January 2015. 
 

Correspondence 
 

There was no correspondence to review. 
 

Public Comment 
 

There was no public comment. 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 

Ms. Bedics discussed a request from the Road Department for three vehicles to be sand blasted and receive 
treatment extending the life of the vehicles five to seven years.  She said one vehicle would be done in the fall 
of 2014, spring of 2015 and fall of 2015.  Mr. Zisko moved to approve the three vehicles be sandblasted and 
treated and that the total cost of $5,500 be paid out of the Liquid Fuels Fund.  Mr. Oehler seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Bedics noted she would be performing a roadside cleanup on September 9.   
 



  

Board of Supervisors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    August 26, 2014 4 

Mr. Zisko discussed a request by Township resident Jim Nilsen to honor Nancy Hottle, who is receiving the 
Pennsylvania Lifetime Volunteer Award.  The consensus of the Board was to present a plaque from the 
Township at this year’s Community Day. 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 9:50 p.m., Mr. Oehler moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  September 23, 2014 
Approved:  September 23, 2014  


